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Date: 31st May 2020 

 

Dear Mr. Ward. 

We are living in unprecedented times and with that comes trials and tribulations for us 

all. We are writing to you to make an urgent request. The Covid-19 pandemic has 

affected us all and has had far reaching consequences on so many different levels of life 

for everyone in our society.  

One major impact has been the reduction in the number of mourners who can attend a 

funeral service. The number of attendees are tightly restricted to minimise the risk of 

transmitting Covid-19 between those in attendance. Within the Muslim community 

reading the Salat ul Janazah prayer is a part of the Islamic funeral ritual. The prayer is 

performed at a mosque, in congregation, to seek pardon for the deceased and all dead 

Muslims from Our Creator. The Janazah prayer is an essential part of healing during 

bereavement. 

Due to Covid-19 and social distancing guidance, the number of people that can attend 

the Janazah prayer has been substantially reduced. As you can appreciate, this excludes 

many family and loved ones from the Janazah.  

We are writing to you today to request that the number of people permitted to read the 

Janazah prayer is increased to 30. This would of course still include stringent 

adherence of strict social distancing measures, which all mosques can facilitate due to 

the size of their prayer rooms/halls and grounds, including their car parks. We can 

employ strict limitations on the number of attendees to be no more than 30 and that 

the ablution of all attendees to be carried out at home, as Mosque facilities will be out 

of bounds. 

The reading of the Janazah prayer is something that should be done in congregation 

and is also something that Muslims want to be part of for their loved ones. Currently 

immediate family members are not being given the opportunity to partake in the 

funeral of loved ones and this is having a major effect on the community. It is a tragedy 

that loved ones of the immediate family of a deceased individual are being denied this 

opportunity to pray for their deceased, pay their respects and to have some form of 

closure. We sincerely hope you can honour this request for all Birmingham Mosques. 

This request, to increase the number of mourners within a mosque, is related to non 

Covid-19 related deaths, as we understand the importance of adhering to scientific and 

Government advice for the funeral and burial of Covid-19 related deaths. Currently, the 

Janazah prayer is being conducted at the cemetery for all Covid-19 related deaths and 

is limited to 6 mourners (we acknowledge this is increasing to 16). For these deaths we 

kindly request that the number of attendees also increases to 30, as 16 individuals is 
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still not sufficient, but we fully appreciate this cannot be within a mosque setting and 

must be at the burial grounds. 

We have consulted with a number of councillors and funeral directors who are fully 

supportive of this request. We also acknowledge that Sandwell Council have increased 

attendees at a funeral to 30 individuals and hope Birmingham City Council can also 

meet the needs of its Muslim community in the same way. 

The Muslim community would greatly appreciate your support and assistance in this 

matter. We truly hope you can honour our request and very much look forward to 

hearing from you. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

Jawad Khan (Chairman) 

Birmingham Council of Mosques (BCM) 

 

 

 

Abdullah Bin Masood 

Abu Bakr Masjid Billesley 

Al Mahdi Institute 

Al Rahma 

Birmingham Jamia Masjid 

Central Jamia Mosque Ghmakol Sharif 

Clifton Road Mosque 

Eidgah Academy 

Faizul Quran Jamia Masjid 

Green Lane Masjid 

Hatme Nubuwath 

Huda Centre 

Husseinia Masjid 

Idara Fezan Ul Quran  

Islamic Education Centre 

Jami Masjid and Islamic Centre 

Jamia Masjid Faiz Ul Quran Ghousia 

Jamia Masjid Haroonia 

 
 

Jamia tus Salaam 

Jamia Ul Furquan 

Masjid al Fallah 

Masjid Faizul Quran 

Masjid Fasul Islam 

Masjid Ghousia Aston 

Masjid Hamza 

Minaj Ul Quran International 

Misbah Ul Quran 

Mosque Noor Ul Uloom 

Qadria Trust Education Centre 

Sadique Education Institute 

Shah Phoran Islamic Centre 

Sutton Coldfield Mosque 

UKIM Alum Rock 

Witton Islamic Centre 

Zia Ul Quran 

Zia Ul Ummah 


